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freaking out about AI.
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SERPs 
300,000770,000

website pages 

Traffic data from  websites 3,000
Survey of  marketers 900

140M
domains’

robots.txt files 



Drew

the short

straw

Awesome

data scientist

You know

Patrick

Writing

amazing

AI research
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LM TrafficL
How much traffic do we get

from chatbots?
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63% of

sites receive

AI traffic

How many websites receive

chatbot traffic?

Q:
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0.12% 
0.17%

of views, 
 of 

visitors

How much traffic

do chatbots refer?

Q:

>10,000

1,000 - 9,999

<999
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(About as 
much as 

)Reddit

Direct 20.58%

Facebook 8.92%

Instagram 2.02%

Bing 1.57%

YouTube 0.94%

Yandex 0.87%

Yahoo! 0.72%

Pinterest 0.67%

TikTok 0.58%

DuckDuckGo 0.42%

Twitter 0.23%

LinkedIn 0.16%

Reddit 0.13%

ChatGPT 0.09%

Threads 0.05%

Perplexity 0.02%

GitHub 0.02%

Gemini 0.01%

So
ur

ce

Percentage of website traffic

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00%
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Google still 
 every 

other traffic 
source

dwarfs

Is SEO dead?Q:
Google 41.14%

Direct 20.58%

Facebook 8.92%

Instagram 2.02%

Bing 1.57%

YouTube 0.94%

Yandex 0.87%

Yahoo! 0.72%

Pinterest 0.67%

TikTok 0.58%

DuckDuckGo 0.42%

Twitter 0.23%

LinkedIn 0.16%

Reddit 0.13%

ChatGPT 0.09%

Threads 0.05%

Perplexity 0.02%

GitHub 0.02%

Gemini 0.01%

So
ur

ce

Percentage of website traffic

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00%
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AI Chatbot

traffic


distribution

98% of

AI traffic 
comes from 
three chatbots

Which chatbots should

I care about?

Q:

ChatGPT
79.5%

Perplexity
15.6%

Gemini
4.8%
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0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

Core pages

19.77%

44.55%

Articles

39.57%

42.89%

Document

2.40%

9.00%

Listing

collections

22.27%

8.45%

Interactive

tools

8.80%

4.20%

Audio

7.10%

4.20%

Listing

15.29%

2.62%

Video

1.09%
2.00%

Image

0.90% 0.50%

UGC

0.10% 0.10%

What page 
types receive 
LLM traffic?

Q:

AI trafficNon-AI traffic

1.

2.

3. 

Core site 
pages

Articles 

Documents  



(in beta now)

Brand

Radar

How can we track

AI visibility?

Q:
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Track brand 
visibility in

AI search, 
starting with 
AI Overviews
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Measure 

 in

AI output

Share of 
Voice
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See 
 

mentioning 
your brand

actual 
outputs
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Should we block AI crawlers?
AI Crawlers
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gptbot

3.71%

 is

the most 
blocked

AI crawler 

Should we block

AI crawlers?

Q: Petalbot 3.90%

GPTbot 3.71%

* 3.64%

Facebook

externalhit

2.46%

Semrushbot 2.17%

Nutch 2.07%

Dotbot 1.80%

Mj12bot 1.45%

Blexbot 1.25%To
p 

10
 m

os
t 

bl
oc

ke
d 

cr
aw

le
rs

 f
ro

m
 r

ob
ot

s.
tx

t 
(~

14
0M

M
 d
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ai
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)

0.00% 1.00% 2.00% 3.00% 4.00%
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1.


2.


3. 

Art & Entertainment  

Law & Government  

Books & Literature  

45%

42%

22%

Should we block AI crawlers?Q:
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Where do AIOs appear?
AI Overviews
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How common are AIOs?Q:

92.46%

7.26%

AIO presentNO AIO

7.26% of 158MM SERPs
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Are AIOs

stealing clicks?

Q: 8.00%

6.00%

4.00%

2.00%

0%

Av
er

ag
e 

CT
R

6.20%

5.30%

Non-AIO keywords

6.10%

3.70%

AIO keywords

AIOs have 
reduced 
clicks by 30%

2025

2024
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Where do AIOs

trigger?

Q:

99.2% of AIO

keywords are 
informational
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AIO queries are longer and 
more specific, less competitive, 
lower traffic

Where do AIOs trigger?Q:
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AIO queries trigger  more 
Featured Snippets and  
more Discussions

849%
258%

How do we optimize for AI Overviews?Q:



SERP Feature comparison
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Should we use AI to create content?

AI Content 
Creation
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87% use 

AI to help 
create 
content

Do people use AI

to create content?

Q:



bot_or_not is

our proprietary

AI detection 
model

@thinking_slow #brightonSEO

Can we detect AI content?Q:
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bot_or_not analyzed 
 created


in January 2025
770,000 pages

How common is AI content?Q:
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How common is AI content?Q:

21.60% 3.40% 75.00%

Mixed (75%)AI (100%)Human (0% AI)

78.4% showed AI text
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AI everywhere: Google Docs, 
Gmail, Grammarly, web content, 
Slack messages, social media 
posts…

How common is AI content?Q:
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In the literature:  detection 80+%

Do AI content detectors work?Q:
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In the literature:  detection 

In real life: 

80+%

Do AI content detectors work?Q:
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Trained on , 
struggle with , 
vulnerable to .

narrow datasets
partial detection
humanizing

Do AI content detectors work?Q:
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Everyone 
uses

ChatGPT

What tools do people use

for AI content?

Q:
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77% of AI

tools were 
LLMs (like 
ChatGPT)

Should we use

a wrapper or an LLM?

Q:
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Only 4% reported that they 
published mainly unedited 
AI content.

Should we edit AI content?Q:
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What percentage of the content you publish is pure AI?
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Is AI content any good?

AI Content 
Performance
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Median 
publishing 
frequency is 

using AI
42% higher 

Can we use AI

to publish more?

Q:
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AI has a big 
impact on  
companies.

Enterprises 
publish more 

 AI

small

without

Can we use AI

to publish more?

Q:

AI

No AI
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46% report

that AI content 
ranks “the same”

or “better”

Does AI content

rank?

Q:
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Websites 
using AI 
content grew 
organic traffic 
4.87% faster

Does AI content

rank?

Q:
29.08%

24.21%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%M
ed

ia
n 

Yo
y 

gr
ow

th
 r

at
e
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Average cost for AI content: 
Average cost for human content: 

$131

$611

(4.7x greater)

Can we save money with AI content?Q:
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How much do you pay for the average blog post?
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Average spend 
was virtually 
identical: 
$2,475 vs 
$2,442

How much should we

spend on AI content?

Q:
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Will Google penalise us?
AI Content Risk
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Should we disclose AI content?Q:

84.11%15.89%

Yes, openly disclose No, don’t disclose

Only 16% disclose AI
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Most common at 
(1–9) and  (1,000+) 
companies

very small

very big

Should we disclose AI content?Q:
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Do you disclose AI content to website visitors?

Yes, openly disclose No, don’t disclose
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Companies who did not use

AI reported a 

 of negative impact 
from an algorithm update

4% greater 
occurrence

Will AI content get hit by an algo update?Q:
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Yes

No

Don’t know

Have you been negatively affected by a Google update in the last 12 months?
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Yes

No

Don’t know

2.7% of non-AI 
users reported

a manual 
penalty…

Will AI content get

a manual penalty?

Q:
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Yes

No

Don’t know

…versus 
of AI users

3.8% 

Will AI content get

a manual penalty?

Q:



ahrefs.com/blog
Thank you!


